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Editorial Note  

Well here we go again another season is underway and the first team have made a 

very good start, the only disappointment being the lack lustre performance away 

at Tilbury. We have had our first game in the FA Cup which the lads fought back to 

grab a win against Daventry Town, whose facilities were absolutely superb. Our 

Bank Holiday win over Maldon & Tiptree at home was a good team performance 

and Nathan Stone made his debut after suspension scoring twice. 

On Sunday 29th August Needham 

Market was a hive of activity as the 

weather had started out dull but dry 

and all the stalls and visitors had ar-

rived at “Bloomfields” in good spirits 

and the Mayor of Needham Market, 

Mike Norris, duly opened the fete at 

1pm. A number of visitors had ar-

rived and were enjoying themselves 

but then the “fickle finger of fate” (or 

should it be FETE) decided to send 

us a good shower of rain. So all of 

our guests adjourned to the Club-

house for refreshments with the 

good food supplied by the ladies in 

the kitchen going down a treat, I 

don’t think that the ice cream was in 

great demand though. 

 

Once the rain had stopped more 

people arrived and the attractions 

did a roaring trade, even the victim 

in the stocks did not mind getting hit 

by more water-filled sponges. But 

the weather was not to be denied 

and when a second heavy downpour 

had people scurrying towards the 

clubhouse again it was decided to 

close early and by 4.30pm you would 

not have known such an event had 

taken place. In spite of the weather 

the people of Needham Market once 

again showed their support for the 

football club and helped raise a 

healthy sum. 

 

Suffice to say that the club intends 

to run the event again in 2011 and 

will hope that the weather allows 

more of the local community to en-

joy the facilities and the atmosphere 

at “Bloomfields”.  
 

So a BIG THANK YOU to all those 

people who worked tirelessly to 

make the event a success and to 

those that donated items for the 

draw, tombola, books, cakes, etc. 

The comments from those attending 

were mostly complimentary I only 

had one complaint, about lack of 

signs to the football club, so we will 

need to address that. 

 

Let’s look forward to another great 

season with success on and off the 

playing field. 

 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 
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What are “Blue Days”? 
To all those regular viewers of the Needham website this should be quite clear but in case you do not have the 

time or inclination to visit our website, here is a brief explanation:- 

Saturday 4th September has been declared “Non League Day” an initiative to attractive followers of 

the professional game to support their local non-league sides. The Ryman League supports this initia-

tive but unfortunately Needham are not at home on that day (away at Waltham Abbey) so we have 

devised an alternative approach. 

In a direct appeal to the local fans of Ipswich Town and Colchester United who have committed a lot 

of their hard earned cash to purchase season tickets for their clubs, Needham Market Football Club is 

pleased to announce the concept of “Blue Days”. 

Basically for the three home games against our local opposition (Maldon & Tiptree, Heybridge, and of 

course AFC Sudbury) that have been scheduled in the Ryman League Division 1 North fixture list any 

season ticket holder from any Premier, Championship or Football League club will be al-

lowed entry to Bloomfields at the Concessionary rate of £5. This is in recognition that as foot-

ball supporters and season ticketholders they have already made a significant contribution to football. 

Any children accompanying these supporters will follow normal procedures i.e. under 12’s are free; 

older children will pay the normal concession price. 

In this way the club hopes to show its commitment to the local community and to expose these sup-

porters to football at the grass roots level, in the belief that they will be entertained and want to come 

back to “Bloomfields”. In this way we show our support for “Non League Day”, Needham Market foot-

ball club trusts that other local football clubs will follow similar paths. 

The games involved are:- 

 

At the Maldon game we had 10 people that used their season tickets to gain entry at the reduced 

rate, hopefully they will return to see us again as the game was a cracker! 

Monday 30 Aug at 15:00 Ryman League Div One North Needham Market FC Maldon & Tiptree 

Tuesday 28 Sep at 19:45 Ryman League Div One North Needham Market FC Heybridge Swifts 

Monday 27 Dec at 15:00 Ryman League Div One North Needham Market FC AFC Sudbury 
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As mentioned by Mick Coombes in his update for the 

Supporters Club on Page 5 on this newsletter, the first 

one of these events was help on Thursday 19th August. 

It was most enlightening with a number of questions 
being posed by the fans eloquently answered by the 
panel consisting of Danny Laws, Craig Parker, Rhys 
Barber and Nathan Stone. Examples include: 

» Why don’t we use squad numbers? Danny out-

lined his view that the numbers he uses are for 
specific roles to be performed, but he is not ad-
verse to mixing that up if it confuses the opposi-
tion. 

» Where did the name “Gangles” come from? Na-

than did not describe graphically but I think eve-
ryone knew what he was alluding to. 

» Are there anymore players likely to join? Danny 

works with a squad of 18 as long the balance is  

» right, he felt that two more players would give 

him that group. 

» Have any targets been set for the team or indi-

viduals? Danny can see no reason why this 
squad could achieve promotion, a view sup-
ported by Craig who had played at this level 
with Bury. Nathan has set his goal target at 25 
for the season. 

» What does Kevin Horlock bring to the squad? A 

vast experience in the pro game and a wicked 
sense of humour but he joins in he is no “Big 
Time Charlie”. Rhys also mentioned that when 
Kevin plays the back four are more confident. 

» Danny then related a story about the World Cup 

and the impact Xavier had on Kevin’s Interna-
tional career. 

A very good evening rounded off with applause for the 
panel 

Fan’s Forum 
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Charities and Good Causes 
It has been very quiet on this front in the last 

month with all the previous activity around Golf 

Day etc., which reminds me that Mark Easlea will 

arrange a formal hand-over of the cheque to the 

EACH charity at a home game yet to be decided. 

 

As mentioned in the last newsletter I attended the 

Chernobyl Children’s Life Line “end of visit 

party” at which a slide show was made. This slide 

show is available on the internet at  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLvvfVolFu4 you 

will see what the visit meant to the children. 

 

As part of the Mayor’s effort to raise funds for his 

chosen charities the club has been asked to sup-

ply photos of the volunteers that work for the 

club. This will be used as part of a calendar to be 

sold in the town, please keep an eye out for 

these. 

 

The club has still to decide what charities it will be 

supporting this year if you have any suggestions 

please let me or any committee member know. 
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Some of our supporters who look at the website 

may have noticed that the “Galleries” section has 

been enhanced, i.e. it has a separate tab for 

2010/2011 Season pictures. 

 

Most of the pictures loaded up for this season 

have been captured by yours truly on his digital 

camera. Our Web Administrator Ian has created  

individual “albums” but you will find that some of 

the sequencing of the shots is wrong, I was using 

auto-drive to shoot sequences of pictures unfor-

tunately the sequence did not survive the move 

to the website. I will try to work with Ian to re-

solve this so that the sequence integrity is main-

tained. 

 

Opposite ar some examples of the pictures that 

can found under the Galleries tab. 

Photographs on the website 

Your Help Required 

The NMFC treatment room was broken into on Friday 

13th August. Items stolen were mostly small inexpensive 

items however the black Vulcan physio bag belonging to 

Kirk Denim was taken which was full of medical equip-

ment around £140 inclusive of the bag. It has the club 

badge and Kirk’s initials embroidered on it.  

The police are awaiting the results of fingerprints but in 

the meantime any information about the bag would be 

gratefully received. If the bag was returned even better, 

a photo of the type of bag is alongside. 

Daventry. 

& Maldon. 
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A Fan’s View of Your Club 
In last month’s newsletter I asked you to identify the person giving their description 
of the club provided to the Non League 24 magazine, the answer was Gary “Rooney” 
Coombes. 

Needham Market stepped in to new territory with a 
home fixture with Thamesmead in their first ever Ry-
man League Division 1 North match without the ser-
vices of the suspended pair of skipper Rhys Barber and 
Nathan Stone. 
 
Needham finally used their period of being on top in the 
44th minute with a goal when Campbell felled Newson 
in the box, earning himself a booking in the process 
and CRAIG PARKER coolly despatched the resultant 
penalty to send the local support in to a frenzy in cele-
brating the first ever Ryman League goal at Bloom-
fields. No better timing to send Needham in to the 
break deservedly ahead.  
 
Needham were straight out of the blocks and SAM 
NEWSON doubled Needham’s lead within the first min-
ute of the second half when scrambling home after 
Parker’s effort. A lot of matches are decided with a goal 
either side of Needham were punished for not taking 
those chances in the 59th minute when Thamesmead 
got a lifeline when LEWIS PEMBERTON diverted Tiesse’s 
cross in to his own net.  
 
Needham effectively killed the game off in the 71st 
minute when an excellent Evan’s cross was converted 
from close range by DANIEL THROWER. Man of the 
match Horlock had to scoop Lawson’s goal bound shot 
off his own line in Thamesmead’s only real effort on 
goal with five minutes to play. 
 
F/T NEEDHAM MARKET 3 THAMESMEAD TOWN 1 
—————————————————————————- 
There was one change for Needham Market from Satur-
day’s win over Thamesmead for the Trip to Tilbury with 
skipper Rhys Barber replacing the injured Kevin Hor-
lock. 
 
Needham had the better of the first half hour with SAM 
NEWSON converting a long ball from Daniel Thrower 
after 19 minutes and Craig Parker having a good 
chance with a header. Tilbury then started to get back 
in to the game but Needham went in to the break with 
a slender lead. 
 
Tilbury dominated the second half starting with a goal 
five minutes in to the half when after Bradley Barber 
lost possession in midfield Needham keeper Danny Gay 
parried a long range effort straight to the feet of BEN 
BOYCE to side foot in. This was just what Tilbury 
needed to kick start their season after their defeat at 
Heybridge at the weekend and they took the lead after 
70 minutes when BEN BOYCE headed home from a cor-
ner. Tilbury put the game out of Needham’s reach al-
most immediately when from another corner keeper 
Gay’s punch only went as far as HARRY COOK on the 
penalty spot who fired home. Sparkes was introduced 
for Pemberton as Needham went three at the back and 
pulled a goal back through CRAIG PARKER but they 

couldn’t muster an equaliser. 
 
F/T TILBURY UTD 3 NEEDHAM MARKET 2 
———————————————————————————— 
Daventry were straight out of the traps with Needham 
slow to start and after early pressure Daventry took a 
deserved lead after six minutes when after Newson lost 
possession Dunkley fed ROB FOSTER and he rounded 
Boyland to slot home. Needham were level six minutes 
later when R.Barber broke out from defence fed 
Thrower whose run and pass allowed SAM NEWSON to 
cut in from the left wing and fire a 20 yard right foot 
shot past keeper Kemp. Daventry regained the lead 
when Foster fed RUSSELL DUNKLEY to get the better of 
R.Barber and slide the ball past the advancing keeper 
Gay. 
 
Needham got on top after 50 minutes and got a de-
served equaliser when after a fine Thrower run Parker 
was felled in the penalty area by sub Mellings on the 
hour and CRAIG PARKER despatched the resultant pen-
alty. After 70 minutes Needham who were making good 
use of the extra man took the lead a minute later a 
move involving Thrower and Parker allowed JAMES EV-
ANS to dink the ball over the advancing Kemp. Cod-
drington was introduced in the 93rd minute and 
Needham had to defend a late free kick conceded by 
the young striker to go through to the next round. 
 
F/T DAVENTRY TOWN 2 NEEDHAM MARKET 3 
———————————————————————————— 
In front of a crowd of 266 Needham started brightly 
Newson had a half chance after 10 minutes but only 
found the side netting before NATHAN STONE deflected 
a Parker effort past Tucker from close range after 16 
minutes to put Needham ahead. The match then en-
tered a very open spell with both defences on top until 
Gay blocked Lee after 33 minutes and Stone headed a 
Thrower corner over seven minutes later. Needham 
doubled their lead two minutes before the break when 
DANIEL THROWER turned and hit an exquisite left foot 
shot past Tucker from 20 yards. Worse was to follow for 
Maldon a minute later when Tucker felled Newson in the 
area and CRAIG PARKER fired the resultant penalty 
home to send Needham in to the break 3-0 up. 
 
Maldon came out looking for a foothold in the game and 
Gay had to react to deny Lee after 54 minutes before 
Needham put the match out of Maldon’s reach four 
minutes later when NATHAN STONE slotted home after 
a fine move involving Parker and Newson. Newson 
could have made it five 3 minutes later but tripped after 
rounding keeper Tucker. Maldon still kept going but it 
was Needham who looked the more likely to score with 
Newson and Bethell being denied by keeper Tucker af-
ter 66 minutes and 83 minutes before Abbott cleared 
Newson’s header off his line a minute later. 
 
F/T NEEDHAM MARKET 4 MALDON & TIPTREE 0 

Season so far! 
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Supporters & Travel Club  
All those who have visited the NMFC website will have seen the image reproduced 
below announcing the new arrangements for the Supporters and Social Club mem-
bership for this season. 

Needham Market FC Supporters & Travel Club - Update 
Fo rm s  a re  a v ailab le  fro m  th e  b ar  –O r c on ta c t  G a ry  C o om b es  07 9 0 0 9 1 39 34  

S u ppo rte rs  &  S o c ia l C lu b  

M e m be r sh ip  o p t io n s  fo r  se a so n  2 0 10 /2 01 1

S u p p or te rs  C lu b  M e m b e r sh ip    

S in g le :  £ 1 5. 00  p e r s e a son     

U n d e r 1 6:  £ 7 .5 0 pe r s e a so n   

F am ily :  £ 3 0 .0 0  p e r s e a so n  

(U p  to  2  ad u lt s  an d  2  c h ild re n  u nd e r t h e  ag e  o f 16 )   

B en e fit s  inc lu de :  

•  Ex clu s iv e  “ E C L  D ou b le  W inn e rs  S ca rf”  ( In it ia lly  

lim ite d  to  5 0 )  

•  M em b e rsh ip  C a rd      

•  Soc ia l  C lu b  M e m b e rs h ip  In c lud ed  in  P ric e  

•  P rio rity  T ra v e l on  S u pp o rte rs  C oa ch  to  aw ay  

m a tc h e s  (s u b je c t  to  a v a ila b il it y )  

•  Red u c ed  t ic k e t  p ric e s  fo r “Ex clu s iv e  S u pp o rte rs  C lu b  

Fu n c t io ns ”  

•  Ad ded  to  m a il in g  lis t  f o r t he  N M FC  n ew s le t te r . 

•  O the r D is c ou n ts /B en e fit s  t o  be  c o nfi rm ed .  

 

S o c ia l  C lu b  M e m b e r sh ip  * * N o w  d u e * *  

S ing le  : £ 5 .0 0  p e r y e a r 

F am ily  :  £1 0 .0 0  pe r  y e a r 

(U p  to  2  adu lts  an d  2  c h i ld re n  u n de r  th e  ag e  o f1 6 )  

P le a s e  n o te :  

A s  t he  N M F C  S oc ia l C lu b  is  a  m em b e rs  c lub , a l l 

c om m it te e  m em b e r s  a nd  peo p le  u s in g  th e  b a r on  a  

re gu la r ba s is  a re  o b lige d  to  be co m e  a  m em b e r o f th e  

S oc ia l C lu b . N M F C  d o  re t a in  th e  r igh t  n o t  to  s e r v e  

an yo ne  w h o  is  no t a  m em be r.  

 

  

 

After just three weeks The Supporters Club mem-
bership is approaching 50 members with more 
pledging to join in the coming weeks. This is great 
news as we have never done this before at the 
club and with some social events all ready ear-
marked it will give everyone the chance to get to-
gether away from the football. 

The fans forum prior to our first match went very 
well and I would like to thank Danny Laws, Rhys 
Barber, Craig Parker and Nathan Stone for being 
very upfront and detailed with their answers to 
questions put to them on the night. Another fo-
rum will be arranged for later in the season with 
Kevin Horlock and some more players. 

We are currently organising a “Bangers & Mash” 
night for the end of October with a short quiz and 
karaoke to finish the night off, whilst Saturday 
March 5th we have already arranged a curry night 
with male vocalist Steve Moyes to entertain us 

afterwards. These events will be put on the web-
site and clubhouse notice boards. 

Over the next month to six weeks (depending on 
various cup draws) we will be holding a support-
ers club meeting at one of our home matches to 
get your thoughts on what sort of events you 
would like us to organise, at that meeting we will 
be looking to elect a small committee who can 
work together to help out and organise some of 
the activities during the season. So if you have 
any ideas for future events please feel free to let 
us know what you want.  

In the meantime if anyone has any queries or 
ideas please see myself or Gary and let’s get be-
hind the team as we did on Bank Holiday Monday. 
And don’t forget to check the club notice boards 
and website. 

Many thanks for your support,     Mick Coombes. 

 Date& tim e Com p. H om e tea m A w ay te am

Sa tu rd ay  04  S ep  a t 1 5 :00 Rym an  Le ag u e D iv  O n e N orth W a ltha m Ab bey N M FC

Tu es da y  0 7 Se p a t 19 :4 5 Rym an  Le ag u e D iv  O n e N orth N MFC W inga te &  Finch ley

Sa tu rd ay  11  S ep  a t 1 5 :00 FA C u p  /  1 st  R ou n d  Qu a lif y in g N MFC A FC  Ke m pston

Sa tu rd ay  18  S ep  a t 1 5 :00 Rym an  Le ag u e D iv  O n e N orth H arlow  T ow n N M FC

Tu es da y  2 1 Se p a t 19 :4 5 Rym an  Le ag u e D iv  O n e N orth R edb rid ge N M FC

Sa tu rd ay  25  S ep  a t 1 5 :00 Rym an  Le ag u e D iv  O n e N orth N MFC W are

Tu es da y  2 8 Se p a t 19 :4 5 Rym an  Le ag u e D iv  O n e N orth N MFC H e ybridge Sw ifts

Sa tu rd ay  02  O ct  at  1 5 :0 0 FA T rop h y  /  P re lim in ary  R ou n d N MFC H itch in  To w n



"Bloomfields" 

Quinton Road 

Needham Market 

IP6 8DA 

Suffolk 

Community Activities 

Phone: 01449 721000 

Football is our game, 

Winning is our aim 

Next Month 

Forthcoming Social 
Events: 
» Mayor’s Civic Service –26th Sep-

tember 

» Supporters Club Meeting –TBA 

» Bangers & Mash –29th October 

» Curry & Music—5th March 

  

Needham Market F.C. 

www.needhammarketfc.co.uk 

If you have any suggestions or questions 

about this newsletter please forward these to 

» Alan Jopling (ajopling@csc.com) or  

» Mark Easlea (m.easlea@sky.com) 

Look forward to: 

» The next round of the FA Cup v AFC Kempson Rovers 

» Our first fixture in the FA Trophy at home against Hitchin Town 2nd October 

» More tough league matches. 

» Further news about the supporters club. 

» Possible Charity days 

To all of those people that attended the club’s Annual Car Boot & Summer Fete it was clear the strides 
the club has made in supporting local organisations and charities with a number in attendance, it was 
only a pity that the weather had prevented many people from coming to Bloomfields. 
 
The club has been contacted by a relation of an ex Needham Market footballer Cyril Mulley who is still 
living in the area (Stowmarket) so the club intends to honour this gentleman. Cyril is 91 and played in 
goal in the 1940/50’s, he still takes a great interest in the club’s results and the team’s achievements 
last season. 
 
The club has declined an invite from the Mayoress to an “Evening of Countdown and Call My Bluff” but 
we wish her every success in getting these community events going. 
 
The club has also committed to attend the Mayor’s Civic Service on Sunday 26th September. 
 
Don’t forget if you have any community events that you would like the club to attend please contact 
Mark Easlea or myself. 


