
It is great to report that the first team 

sit proudly at the top of the Ridgeons 

Premier League going into April. It has 

been a rollercoaster ride with some 

good performances and some not so 

good. What is clear however is that the 

team has put themselves into an ex-

cellent position to complete the work 

that Danny Laws and many of the first 

team started nearly three years ago. 

On the cups front the first team have 

two Cup Finals to contest the League 

Challenge Cup on May 3rd at Diss FC 

against Kirkley and the Suffolk Premier 

Final at Portman Road on April 19th 

against Ipswich Town Reserves. The sea-

son is going to be long and hard but with 

the great work ethic that the lads have 

shown to date they should get their re-

wards. 

Make sure you get along to one of the 

games left this season details on page 7 

under forthcoming fixtures, or look on the 

website www.needhammarketfc.co.uk to 

keep track on the “Race for the Title”. 

News: 
• Darren Bethell has made a 

good recovery and came 

on during the Newmarket 

game on Easter Monday. 

• After the recent visit to 

“Bloomfields” by the FA 

the ground has passed the 

requirements for Grade “E” 

and therefore given the 

green light for promotion to 

Step 4 if achieved. 

Reserve News 2 

Ipswich CT 2 

Morsley’s Latest Mus- 2 

Meet the “Phoenix” - 1 3 

Meet the “Phoenix” - 2 4 

Meet The Committee 5 

Things to come! 6 

Meet our Advertisers 6 

Forthcoming Events 7 

Next Months Fixtures 7 

February MoMs 7 

Football in the Clubhouse 5 

Inside this issue: 

A Rollercoaster Ride.A Rollercoaster Ride.A Rollercoaster Ride.A Rollercoaster Ride.    

The Marketmen News 

The Monthly Newsletter from Needham Market FC 

April 2010 Volume 1  Issue 4 

Editorial Note  
In this the fourth issue of The Marketmen News you will see that the club is mov-

ing forward on the football front with great success and we will need your contin-

ued support to help “live the dream”. The intention is that this newsletter will con-

tinue to be produced throughout the Summer to keep you aware of things that are 

planned and any developments during the “close season”. But as always if you 

have ideas for new initiatives please let the committee know. 

Ridgeons PremierRidgeons PremierRidgeons PremierRidgeons Premier    
The month of March has been 

a pivotal point in the season 

for Needham Market FC. We 

have beaten CRC but dropped 

points to Leiston and Felix-

stowe. But as the league table 

opposite shows we sit proudly 

at the top of the table. With 

six league games still to play it 

is in our hands! 



March was always going to be a difficult month for 

the boys with two games against Lowestoft Town four 

defeats on the trot did not bode well but two later 

wins is encouraging. 

Their final seven games of the season include four 

against opposition above them in the league so they 

have every opportunity to improve their current posi-

tion. Attendances at home games has increased. 

 

The Reserves 
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Ipswich Town Community Trust 

The following is an extract from the Website: 

There is no doubting that the past couple of weeks have 

been exciting with great highs and depressing 

lows.  However as I write these Musings on the day of our 

home game with Hadleigh United  I feel how important it 

is that we have a focal point for us all to gain inspiration 

from and I am calling this the ‘Needham effect’.  Now be-

fore you say ‘what the hell is the big fella talking about?!’ 

I will tell you. 

  

To achieve the ultimate goal we need everyone pulling in 

the same direction.  The playing personnel and manage-

ment team are massive but so is the club and so is the 

support base.  We need to hear that drum and Mark’s  

dulcet tones from behind the goal, in the stand let’s   

A miserable March was endured by the ITCT side re-

sulting in a run of six defeats which sees them at the 

foot of the table. Their remaining league programme 

in April starts with a game against the league leaders 

and another two tough games. 

With the squad being expanded by those students 

that have turned sixteen it is hoped that these results 

will not dent their confidence and give them a glimpse 

of what they can expect. 

bang that wall and really drive the boys on.  I cannot 

overstate how much it gives the players in terms of a 

lift to get the backing from everyone at every game; 

home and away.  With only two homes games left 

let’s get to the away games in numbers and in good 

voice. 

 

We need to get ourselves on a roll by taking each 

game as it comes but really lifting ourselves accord-

ingly.  No one must underestimate the challenge that 

faces us but no one is more convinced than me that 

by all pulling together we can go on to win the ulti-

mate prize.  This is not being ‘big headed’ it is having 

belief in our club and something we can all play a part 

in. 

Morsley’s Latest Musing 



“The Phoenix” - Part 1 
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Under 11’s Fixtures Under 11’s League Table 

As we are fast approaching the business end of the season so for this month rather than looking at the individual 

age groups we will pick out some headline events for those teams doing well plus the fixtures and league posi-

tions of all the teams. Next Month we will give pride of place to the Under 15 Girls team and look their record. 

Special Dates: 

Under 16’s “Top of Table” clash with Whitton—18th April at Whitton Sports Centre. 

Under 9’s Cup Final—25th April at the Gainsborough Sports Centre. 

Phoenix “Presentation Evening”—21st May at the Needham Community Centre. 

Phoenix “Five-a-side competition”—27th June at Crowley Park, usually 100 teams & over 1,000 people will attend 

Under 10’s League Table 

Under 9’s League Table Under 9’s Fixtures 

Under 10’s Fixtures 



“The Phoenix” - Part 2 
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Under 16’s Fixtures Under 16’s League Table 

Under 15’s League Table 

Under 13’s League Table Under 13’s Fixtures 

Under 15’s Fixtures 

Under 12’s Fixtures Under 12’s League Table 



What are you doing this summer?  

How about spending time in the clubhouse watching the World Cup? 

What football matches am I talking about? 

♦ UEFA Europa League Final  12th May Possibly Fulham and Liverpool? 

♦ FA Cup Final   15th May Between Chelsea, Tottenham, Portsmouth or Aston Villa? 

♦ UEFA Champions League Final 22nd May Can Man United or Arsenal reach the final? 

♦ The World Cup  11th June to 11th July     Is this England’s year? 

 

There are bookings already taken for the clubhouse so a full programme of dates and times will be available soon 

and published in the clubhouse (and the May Marketmen newsletter), so keep the dates above in your diary and 

look out for the update. 

Breaking News 

One of the club’s advertisers, Wavelength Aerials, has committed to provide and set up a projector and large 

screen on which to show these games.  So everyone will be able to see the whole game and in the company of 

supporters of Needham Market Football Club.   

Football in the “Bloomfields” Clubhouse 
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Meet the Committee  

Name Mark Coleman 

Position in the Club Programme editor(co) 

Occupation, Domestic assistant 

What is your favourite tipple? Shepherds Neame 

Family, (wife, kids, and grandchildren) Fiancee Bev, Daughter Jai almost 1 yo 

Highlight of your life (to date): Birth of Jai 

Best football memory Watching Needham win the Premier cup 

Professional club supported: Norwich City and Gillingham(West Ham too) 

Favourite player/hero: _ 

What has been your involvement in 

football from schooldays to present? 

Many positions at Bury Town prior to joining 

Needham 

What is your best memory of a NMFC 

game? 
0-3 away to Harwich inside 20mins,coming back 

to win 4-3 

What is your current assessment of the 

football club? 
Great future ahead 

Name one thing that you want to see 

NMFC do to “improve” the club. 

More covered areas for supporters, i.e. covered 

terraces behind goals 

What do you think of the current state 
of local football? 

Best it ever has been 

What is your aspiration for the football 

club in the next few years? 
Blue Square Premier 

 

Name Mervyn Evans 

Position in the Club Programme Seller 

Occupation, Teacher 

What is your favourite tipple? Whatever the locals drink. 

Highlight of your life (to date): Apart from family etc -  my  gap year 

Best football memory Playing at Craven Cottage and the Den 

Professional club supported: West Ham United 

Favourite player/hero: Bobby Moore 

What has been your involvement in 

football from schooldays to present? 
Usual schoolboy/teacher stuff.  

What is your best memory of a 

NMFC game? 
Have to be a bit biased here -  Evo’s 20 

yard strike to win the  East Anglian Cup (?) 

What is your current assessment of 

the football club? 
Unlike more (quite correctly) ambitious 

members, I like where we are! 

 Name one thing that you want to 

see NMFC do to “improve” the club. 

To extend the committee’s questionnaire 

to life outside of football!  

What do you think of the current 

state of local football? 

I am embarrassed by my ignorance of 

local football outside NMFC 

What is your aspiration for the 
football club in the next few years? 

To be financially solid to allow Danny to 

take the players as far as he and they are 

able. 

 



 

Meet our Advertisers 
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Things to come! 
Suffolk Premier Cup Final 

Monday 19th April sees the first team playing Ipswich 

Town Reserves at Portman Road, this is the third con-

secutive season that the team has achieved this feat.   

Having beaten Ipswich Town Reserves in the early 

rounds of last year’s competition only to lose in the final 

Lowestoft, they will be determined to “put that right” in 

this year’s final. But you can be sure that Roy Keane 

will be in attendance and this will no doubt spur his 

charges, so an entertaining game is on the cards. 

Entry will be via the turnstiles situated on Portman 

Road itself and the car park in that road will also be 

available. This match is scheduled to kick off at 7pm so 

if you plan to attend get their early. 

“ARMED FORCES DAY” 

Saturday 24th April is the last currently scheduled 

home league game for the first team and it also be the 

final charity event of the season. What better way to 

end the season than to thank those guys that are do-

ing the government’s bidding in hostile circumstances. 

So all servicemen in uniform will be allowed free entry 

to the game for them and their families. The club will 

also be asked to donate £1 per paying customer along 

with various initiatives including tombola, bucket col-

lections, etc. The proceeds of these will be given to 

the Help for Heroes charity who will also be invited 

to provide merchandise for sale. 

Please attend this day and if you wish to get involved 

simply let the club know. 

 

JOHN DAYE is situated in the idyllic village of Needham Market, where it is located within the local Post Office 

along the main High Street.  

 

We provide a high quality, cost effective service to local businesses, schools and the general public. The company 

has an excellent reputation for quality products, a high standard of customer service and knowledge about our 

products 

 

Our wealth of over 20 years experience within the retail world, combined with our independent status allow us to 

offer you unbiased advice. So whatever it is you are looking for from Books, Art Supplies, Chocolate, Greeting 

Cards, Office Furniture, Printer Consumables, General Stationery to near enough any thing give us a call. 

 MJM Financial Services are based in Manningtree, Essex where we are able to provide consultations in the comfort of your 

home, workplace, or our comfortable offices.  

We can also act for you via telephone, email and post which means we can arrange your mortgage, pension or investments 

whatever your location. The majority of our clients reside throughout the East Anglia, Essex and London area and in some in-

stances further afield. Using technology we can provide services throughout the whole of the UK. With many years experience in 

Financial Services we can provide a flexible, comprehensive and professional service. We pride ourselves in giving unbiased 

honest advice. You can have confidence in the knowledge and guidance we can offer. Whether you are looking for advice in a 

specific area, or a full financial review, we are in an excellent position to help you. Whatever your goals we are happy to accom-

modate! 



"Bloomfields" 

Quinton Road 

Needham Market 

IP6 8DA 

Man of the Match 

Awards 

March 2010 

» Felixstowe—Danny Smy 

» Wroxham—Pip Boyland 

» Leiston—Rhys Barber 

» CRC—Craig Parker 

» Hadleigh—James Evans 

Phone: 01449 721000 

Football is our game, Football is our game, Football is our game, Football is our game, 

Winning is our aimWinning is our aimWinning is our aimWinning is our aim    

Next Month’s First Team Fixtures... 

Forthcoming Social Events: 
» Presentation Night— 15th May 
at the Limes Hotel 

» World Cup Matches in Club-
house—June/July 

» NMFC Fete—Sunday 29th August 

Needham Market  

www.needhammarketfc.co.uk 

If you have any suggestions or questions about 

this newsletter please forward these to 

» Alan Jopling (ajopling@csc.com) or  

» Mark Easlea (measlea@sky.com) 

As you can see from the list below we now have only one home game left 

this season on April 24th against Woodbridge Town, so it is going to be a 

difficult “run in” for the team. As previously mentioned in Mark Morsley’s 

Musing (page 2) the team needs your vocal support at all of these games 


